Doctor Faustus - “Faustus’s Last Hour”
 
 Doctor Faustus is one of the most compelling characters in English literature. He made a devilish agreement with Mephistopheles, a devil, by promising to give his soul to Lucifer in return for twenty-four years of life, during which Mephistopheles would have been his servant.
However at the end of Doctor Faustus’s life, during his last hour, Christopher Marlowe succeed in passing on all the angry, the desperation, the confusion and the dread of death of a man who understands at the end of his life the enormity of the mistakes he has made.
In fact to add drama to the monologue of “Faustus’s Last Hour”, he often refers to himself in the third person and addresses himself making a complete examination of conscience.
He would like to be saved and asks Christ to help him, but he knows that he can’t run away from the death, which is nearer and nearer. The passing of the time is masterly referred by the striking of a clock, which shows that the more Faustus asks the time to stop, the faster it is. Furthermore, the clock adds drama to the situation and reminds Faustus that Lucifer is arriving to take him and he can’t do anything to save himself.
This character created by Christopher Marlowe is based on a collection of German stories: the Faustbuch. Marlowe transformed these simple stories of good and evil into a complex drama which explores themes such as men’s aspiration to surpass all human limitations, and the consequences of ambition,  when it isn’t restricted by a sense of morality.

